
 

 

Class: 11th 

Subject: English  

Unit 9: Freedom (Poem) 

Author: Langston Hughes (1901-1967) 

 

❖ About the Poet  

Langston Hughes was a famous American poet, novelist, playwright, and 
social activist. He played an important role in the Harlem Renaissance, a 
cultural movement that promoted African American art, literature, and 
culture during the 1920s. 

In his writings, Hughes focused on the lives of Black Americans and 
highlighted their struggles against racism, discrimination, and social 
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injustice. He wrote about their hopes, dreams, and desire for equality and 
freedom. 

His poetry reflects themes of racial identity, justice, dignity, pride, and 
freedom. Despite the hardships faced by African Americans, Hughes's 
works convey optimism and hope for a better future. Through his writings, 
he encouraged people to stand against oppression and believe in their 
worth and rights. 

Important Points 

●​ Langston Hughes was a renowned American poet and social activist. 
●​ He was a key figure of the Harlem Renaissance. 
●​ His works focus on the struggles and aspirations of Black Americans. 
●​ He wrote about racial discrimination, freedom, and equality. 
●​ His poetry promotes dignity, pride, hope, and perseverance. 

🌸 Theme – “Freedom” by Langston Hughes  

The main theme of the poem “Freedom” by Langston Hughes is the 
demand for equality and immediate freedom for all people without delay or 
compromise. 

The poet highlights that freedom is a basic human right and should not be 
postponed for the future. He strongly rejects fear, patience, and 
compromise with injustice. Instead, he emphasizes courage, struggle, and 
self-respect as necessary for achieving freedom. 

Another important theme is human equality. The poet insists that every 
individual has the same rights to live with dignity, stand independently, and 
own land. 

Key Themes 

●​ Freedom as a basic human right 
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●​ Equality and justice for all 
●​ Rejection of fear and delay 
●​ Courage and resistance against oppression 
●​ Human dignity and self-respect 

❖ Stanz-Wise Explation 

Stanza 1: 

Lines: "Freedom will not come today, this year nor ever through 
compromise and fear." 

Explanation: In these lines, the poet says that freedom cannot be achieved 
by being afraid or by making compromises with injustice. He believes that 
oppressed people must be brave and determined if they want to gain their 
rights. The poet rejects the idea of waiting patiently for freedom and 
stresses that people must struggle courageously against oppression. This 
stanza conveys a strong message that freedom requires courage, sacrifice, 
and determination. 

Theme of the Stanza 

●​ Freedom and equality 
●​ Courage against oppression 
●​ Rejection of fear and compromise 

Important Exam Points 

✔ Freedom is not achieved through fear. 

✔ Compromise with injustice cannot bring freedom. 

✔ People must fight for their rights with courage. 

✔ The poet encourages determination and self-respect. 
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Short Exam Answer 

The poet states that freedom cannot be gained through fear or 
compromise. He believes that people must show courage and 
determination to achieve their rights and freedom. 

Stanza 2 Explanation  

Lines: "I have as much right 

as the other fellow has 

to stand 

on my two feet and own the land." 

Explanation: In these lines, the poet demands equal rights for all people. He 
says that he has the same right as any other person to live freely, stand 
with dignity, and own land. The phrase "stand on my two feet" symbolizes 
independence, self-respect, and freedom. The poet rejects discrimination 
and insists that no one should be denied opportunities or rights because of 
race or social status. 

These lines reflect the poet's belief in equality, justice, and human dignity. 
He emphasizes that every individual deserves the same rights and 
privileges. 

Theme of the Stanza 

●​ Equality and justice 
●​ Human dignity 

●​ Equal rights for all 

Important Exam Points 

✔ The poet demands equal rights for everyone. 
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✔ "Stand on my two feet" symbolizes independence and self-respect. 

✔ Every person deserves equal opportunities and ownership rights. 

✔ The stanza opposes discrimination and inequality. 

Short Exam Answer 

The poet states that he has the same rights as every other person. He 
believes in equality, justice, and human dignity, and demands the right to 
live independently and enjoy the same opportunities as others. 

Stanza 3 

●​ I tire so of hearing people say, 
●​ Let things take their course. 
●​ Tomorrow is another day. 

Explanation: 

The poet is frustrated with people who keep advising patience. He is tired 
of hearing that problems will solve themselves with time. Such promises 
only postpone justice and equality. Hughes argues that waiting for a better 
tomorrow is not the solution when people are suffering today.  

Stanza 4 

●​ I do not need my freedom when I'm dead. 
●​ I cannot live on tomorrow's bread. 

Explanation: 

In this stanza, the poet stresses the urgency of freedom. He does not want 
freedom after death because it would be meaningless. Likewise, a person 
cannot survive on bread promised for tomorrow. Freedom, like food, is a 
basic necessity that people need in the present, not in the distant future.  
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Stanza 5 

●​ Freedom 
●​ Is a strong seed 
●​ Planted 
●​ In a great need. 
●​ I live here, too. 
●​ I want my freedom 
●​ Just as you. 

Explanation: 

The poet compares freedom to a strong seed that grows where there is a 
deep need for justice and equality. He reminds society that he is also a 
citizen and belongs to the same land. Therefore, he deserves the same 
rights and freedoms as everyone else. The stanza conveys hope, 
determination, and the demand for equal human rights. 

Solved Exercise  

A. Answer the following questions: 

1. Whose perspective is the poem written from? How does this 
perspective influence the poem's message? 

Ans: The poem is written from the perspective of a person who is being 
denied freedom and equal rights. This first-person perspective makes the 
poem personal, powerful, and emotional. It helps readers understand the 
poet's strong desire for freedom and equality. 

2. How does Langston Hughes criticise those who believe in gradual 
change for freedom? 



6 
 

Ans: Langston Hughes criticises such people by showing his frustration 
with their advice to "wait" for a better future. He believes that freedom 
should not be delayed and that people deserve justice now rather than at 
some uncertain time in the future. 

3. Why does the poet reject the idea of "tomorrow's bread"? 

Ans: The poet rejects the idea of "tomorrow's bread" because a person 
cannot survive on something promised for the future. Similarly, freedom is 
a basic need that people require now, not later. He wants freedom in the 
present, not after a long wait. 

4. Do you agree with the poet's view that freedom should not be 
postponed? Why or why not? Support your answer with examples. 

Ans: Yes, I agree with the poet's view. Freedom is a basic human right and 
should not be delayed. When people are denied their rights, they suffer 
injustice and hardship. For example, many freedom movements around the 
world succeeded because people demanded their rights immediately 
instead of waiting indefinitely. Equal opportunities and justice should be 
available to everyone without delay. 

5. If you were in the poet's position, how would you express your demand 
for freedom? Write a short paragraph. 

Ans: If I were in the poet's position, I would peacefully but firmly demand 
my freedom. I would raise my voice against injustice and ask for equal 
rights and opportunities. I would remind others that every human being 
deserves respect, dignity, and freedom. I would not remain silent because 
freedom is essential for living a happy and meaningful life. 

6. In the first stanza, Hughes states that freedom will not come through 
"compromise and fear." Why do you think the poet uses these words 
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specifically? What might this say about his opinion on the current political 
or social climate at the time the poem was written? 

Ans: The poet uses the words "compromise" and "fear" to show that 
freedom cannot be achieved by accepting injustice or being afraid to speak 
up. He believes that people must be brave and determined in their struggle 
for equal rights. These words suggest that the political and social climate 
of his time was unfair and discriminatory. Hughes felt that many people 
were either too fearful to demand change or willing to accept slow progress 
instead of fighting for immediate justice. 

7. The poem includes several contrasts between the speaker's view on 
freedom and the more passive stance of others (e.g., "Let things take their 
course"). How does this contrast add to the power of the speaker's 
argument for immediate action? 

Ans: The contrast highlights the difference between those who are willing 
to wait and those who are suffering from injustice. While others suggest 
patience, the speaker demands freedom now. This makes the speaker's 
argument stronger because it shows the urgency of his situation. Readers 
can feel his frustration and understand why waiting is not a reasonable 
solution. The contrast emphasizes that justice delayed is justice denied. 

8. Find an example of repetition, enjambment, and a metaphor in the 
poem. Explain how each of these literary devices contributes to the overall 
meaning and impact of the poem. 

Answer: 

a) Repetition: 

"Freedom" is repeated throughout the poem. 

Effect: 
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The repetition emphasizes the poem's central theme and highlights the 
poet's strong desire for freedom and equality. 

b) Enjambment: 

Example: 

"I have as much right 

As the other fellow has 

To stand 

On my two feet 

And own the land." 

Effect: 

The idea continues from one line to the next without a pause. This creates 
a smooth flow and keeps the reader focused on the poet's demand for 
equal rights. 

c) Metaphor: 

"Freedom is a strong seed planted in a great need." 

Effect: 

The poet compares freedom to a strong seed. This metaphor suggests that 
the desire for freedom can grow and become powerful when people deeply 
need justice and equality. It gives hope that freedom will eventually flourish 
despite difficulties. 

B. Read the following statement and tell whether you agree with it. 
Provide two examples from the poem to support your answer. 
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"Hughes uses direct language and strong imagery to clearly oppose the 
idea of waiting for freedom. His words do not suggest negotiation but 
demand immediate action.” 

B. Answer 

Yes, I agree with this statement. Hughes uses clear and powerful language 
to oppose the idea of waiting for freedom. He believes that freedom is a 
basic human right and should be granted immediately, not postponed. 

Example 1: 

"I do not need my freedom when I'm dead. 

I cannot live on tomorrow's bread." 

These lines show that the poet rejects delayed freedom. Just as a person 
cannot survive on food promised for tomorrow, freedom must be available 
in the present. 

Example 2: 

"I tire so of hearing people say, 

Let things take their course. 

Tomorrow is another day." 

Here, Hughes expresses frustration with people who advise patience and 
gradual change. He clearly opposes waiting and argues that action should 
be taken now. 

C. Choose the correct option for each question. 

1. The poet suggests that freedom cannot be achieved through: 

a. Patience and perseverance. 
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✅ b. Compromise and fear. 

c. Courage and unity. 

d. Knowledge and education. 

2. The speaker compares freedom to a seed because: 

a. It is difficult to find. 

b. It can be easily destroyed. 

✅ c. It must be planted and grown. 

d. It is available to everyone. 

3. Why does the poet mention "tomorrow's bread"? 

a. To emphasise that freedom can be postponed. 

b. To show that food is more important than freedom. 

✅ c. To illustrate that freedom must be experienced now, not in the future. 

d. To highlight the importance of patience. 

4. What is the effect of the first-person perspective in the poem? 

a. It creates a sense of distance. 

b. It makes the poem impersonal. 

✅ c. It allows the poet to speak for a group while expressing personal 
feelings. 

d. It focuses on the lives of others, not the poet. 

5. Which of the following best describes the tone of the poem? 

a. Humorous and light. 
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b. Calm and accepting. 

✅ c. Urgent and demanding. 

d. Mysterious and suspenseful. 

D. Complete the following statements using information from the 
poem. 

1. According to the poet, freedom will not come through compromise and 
fear. 

2. The poet is tired of hearing people say, "Let things take their course. 
Tomorrow is another day." 

3. The metaphor "Freedom is a strong seed" suggests that freedom is 
powerful and can grow when people strongly need it. 

4. The poet cannot live on "tomorrow's bread" because he needs freedom 
now, not in the future. 

The speaker wants freedom because he has the same rights as everyone 
else and deserves equality and justice.  

 

Note: 

‎This chapter is designed to provide a solid foundation of knowledge, with the goal of 
deepening understanding and encouraging further exploration of the subject. The 
content has been carefully selected to support effective learning and inspire students to 
engage with the topic more deeply. 

‎Author: Muhammad Asghar 

‎Purpose: To contribute to education by offering insightful, valuable content that 
enhances learning and understanding. 

‎Copyright & Usage Policy 



12 
 

‎© 2026 StudyNotes360.com. All Rights Reserved. 

‎No part of these notes may be reproduced, redistributed, or used for commercial 
purposes without explicit written permission from the author. These notes are intended 
solely for personal study and educational use. 


