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< Important Short Questions:

1. Why did Chips avoid Ralston after 1911?

Answer: Chips stayed at Brookfield but kept his distance from Ralston

because they did not get along. He did not trust Ralston’s ruthless and



ambitious nature. Despite serving the school loyally, he preferred to

avoid personal conflicts.
2. Who became Head of Brookfield after Ralston left?

Answer: Chatteris succeeded Ralston as Head of Brookfield. He was

younger than Ralston, modern in outlook, and well-qualified.
3. How did Chips feel about Chatteris?

Answer: Chips liked Chatteris because he was friendly, sympathetic,
and recognized Chips as an important part of Brookfield. He found

Chatteris cooperative and wise.
4. What was Chatteris’ attitude towards Chips?

Answer: Chatteris respected Chips' experience and seniority. He
courteously accepted Chips’ role at Brookfield and did not challenge his

position.
5. Why did Chips decide to resign in 1913?

Answer: Chips had bronchitis and missed most of the winter term. At
sixty-five, he felt it was a good age to retire and decided it was fair to

step down if he could not perform fully.
6. How did Ralston’s words influence Chips’ decision?

Answer: Ralston’s criticism about efficiency and modern teaching made
Chips reflect on his ability to continue effectively. It influenced him to

consider retirement responsibly.



7. Where did Chips move after retirement?

Answer: He moved to rooms across the road with Mrs. Wickett. This
allowed him to remain close to the school and stay involved in its

activities.
8. Did Chips completely leave Brookfield after retirement?

Answer: No, he still visited the school, attended events, and
participated in school life. He remained part of the Brookfield

community.
9. What was Chips’ role at the final end-of-term dinner?

Answer: He received farewell presentations and gave a humorous
speech. His speech included jokes, Latin quotations, and recollections

of memorable school incidents.
10. How long had Chips served at Brookfield?

Answer: He had served for forty-two years. He had been very happy

and considered Brookfield as his life’s work.
11. What humorous incidents did Chips recall in his speech?

Answer: He mentioned the Captain of the School exaggerating, giving
one mark as seven, and other funny events. These anecdotes made the

speech lively and entertaining.

12. What old traditions and memories did Chips mention?



Answer: He recalled the first bicycle, Lamp-boy, seven-week frost,
German measles, Mafeking bonfire, and Mrs. Brool. These memories

highlighted Brookfield's past life and charm.
13. How did Chips describe the faces of the boys?

Answer: He said he remembered thousands of faces. In his mind, the

boys never grew up, and he cherished their youthful images forever.
14. What Latin phrase did Chips use in his speech?

Answer: "Hoec olim meminisse juvabit" - meaning it will be pleasant to
remember these things someday. He did not translate it, which added

humor.
15. Where did Chips go for a cure in August 1913?

Answer: He went to Wiesbaden for health reasons and stayed at Herr

Staefel's home. This helped him regain strength after retirement.
16. Who was Herr Staefel?

Answer: Herr Staefel was the German master at Brookfield, thirty years

younger than Chips, with whom he became friendly.
17. How was Chips’ relationship with Herr Staefel?

Answer: They developed an excellent friendship. Staefel was young,
but their mutual respect and shared interests made them get along

well.



18. How did Chips feel after returning from Wiesbaden?

Answer: He felt stronger and fitter. He almost wished he had not

retired because he could still enjoy school life.
19. What activities did Chips do after retirement?

Answer: He invited new boys for tea, watched matches, dined with the
Head and masters, edited the Brookfieldian Directory, and wrote

articles with Latin quotations.
20. What position did Chips hold in the Old Boys’ Club?

Answer: He became the president of the Old Boys’ Club. He attended

dinners in London and remained actively involved.
21. How did Chips spend his mornings after retirement?

Answer: He read The Times thoroughly every morning to keep himself

informed.
22. What hobbies did Chips pursue after retirement?

Answer: He read detective stories and enjoyed writing humorous

articles and Latin quotations for the school magazine.
23. What was Chips’ general state after retirement?

Answer: He remained busy, socially active, happy, and involved in

school and personal interests.



24. What was the topic of conversation at the 1914 end-of-term

dinner?

Answer: People discussed war, civil unrest in Ulster, and tension

between Austria and Serbia, reflecting international concerns.
25. What did Herr Staefel think about the Balkan situation in 1914?

Answer: He thought the Balkan troubles would not become serious.

His opinion suggested a calm, optimistic perspective.
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